
Membership 

due now!

Taroona Community 
Association: AGM+
The TCA AGM will be held on 

Sunday November 26 at the Bowls 
Club at 2.00 pm

The meeting will be preceded by
the Bushfire Information Session

at 1.00pm

Come along and catch up with 
what’s happening in the Taroona 

community. (You’re under no 
obligation to join the TCA.)

We’d love to see you there!

www.taroona.tas.au	 Taroona Community Association	 October 2017
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Spring is here enveloping its warm and loving tendrils around us.  The sap is rising, the birds 

are singing, blossoms blooming, insects buzzing and the days are getting longer, enticing 

us out of our winter slumber to enjoy the vibrancy of this season.  

Much is cooking in Taroona! Look out for bargains and recycle your waste 21-22 

October by joining in the National Garage Sale trail. Go to the website to register.

The biennial Taroona Seaside Festival organised by the Primary School Association is 

coming up on 11 November. This is an event not to be missed! It highlights the wealth 

of talent in our community. Munch on delicious food accompanied by fine music. Buy 

plants, a good book or second hand goods, and learn about our local environment. 

Catch up with neighbours and friends, whilst also raising funds for the local school. 

Who could resist?!

Be aware and be prepared for the summer fire season 

The hills behind Taroona are covered in native forest which form a beautiful and 

characteristic landscape combined with the Alum Cliffs and beaches, but also one that 

has an inherent, annual risk of burning in a wildfire. Taroona also has only one road in 

and out – the Channel Highway.

Living in a bush fire prone suburb, residents must take precautionary measures to prepare 

for the summer fire season. This issue of Taroona News provides lots of information about 

how you can prepare, the local Taroona Volunteer Fire Brigade, the nature of this coming 

fire season, and a recent and a forthcoming information session about what to do. 

One in three residents are now newbies to Taroona – that’s a 33 per cent turnover of our 

population. Many of these new residents may not be aware of the need to annually 

prepare for the fire season, so this is a good opportunity to find out more.

The next fire season information session will be held on Sunday, 26 November at 1pm 

at the local bowls club. Participants will then be all “fired up” and ready attend the TCA 

AGM at 2pm at the same location. 

Taroona News

To page 2 

Calendar
October

Sat 21	 Taroona Neighbourhood Garden 
Trash & Treasure, 10am-2pm

Sun 22	 Possums Sausage Sizzle, Bunnings 
Kingston

Sun 22	 National Garage Sale Trail

November

Wed 1	 Taroona Gardening Forum, Uniting 
Church Hall, 1 Taroona Cres, 7.30pm

Sat 4	 Taroona Sippers and Purlers, Timeless 
Way, Kingston, 2.30–4pm

Sun 5	 TEN Propagation Day, Taroona Park 
(meet at the Scout Hall), 10am–12noon 

Sat 11	 Taroona Seaside Festival, Taroona 
Primary School, 11am–3pm

Sat 11	 Remembrance Day Service, Taroona 
War Memorial, 10.25am

Sun 26	 Bushfire Information Session, 
Taroona Bowls Club, 1.00pm

Sun 26	 Taroona Community Association 
AGM, Taroona Bowls Club, 2.00pm

December

Sat 2	 Taroona Sippers and Purlers, Timeless 
Way, Kingston, 2.30–4 pm

Wed 6	 Taroona Gardening Forum, Uniting 
Church Hall, 1 Taroona Cres, 7.30pm

Sat 16	 Taroona Scouts Christmas Tree sale, 
The Grange picnic area car park, 
Channel Highway

Taroona Seaside Festival food court, 2015

TCA memberships are now due  •  $10/year  •  Payment details back page

Sat 21&
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Traffic, pedestrian safety and road management

The TCA recently conducted an informal survey of the local 

community regarding traffic, pedestrian safety and road 

management issues using the Taroona Good Karma Network 

Facebook site. The issue arose as we received a couple of 

complaints about traffic speeds in local streets. 

The survey generated an overwhelming response, with the general 

concerns being traffic speeds,  poor sight lines along the highway 

when cars and pedestrians enter from various feeder streets, parking 

issues and poor footpaths.  Specific areas of concern noted include:

Channel Highway - The inability to walk along the western side of 

the highway or easily cross at key locations.

Nubeena Crescent - traffic volumes and speed increasing  

with the gorwth of the UTas IMAS Taroona precinct, and the 

enhancment of Kelvedon Oval facilities. 

Meath Avenue – lack of footpath particularly near the highway, 

and poor sight lines; 

Jenkins Street - street parking restricting access; 

Baringa Road and other streets - parking too close to the  

highway intersection compromising access

Channel Highway at Morris Avenue – the road fence impeding 

sight lines for children crossing the highway. 

We were delighted with the quick response of council last year 

when the TCA advocated for a safer design around bus stop 30 

on the corner of Channel Highway and Orana Place; the result is a 

vast improvement in safe access for pedestrians to that bus stop. 

The TCA met with council officers again, seeking action around 

all the matter listed above.  We will keep you informed of progress. 

Happy spring reading!

Jill Hickie, President, TCA

Joeys, Cubs, Scouts and Venturers have all been active in the 

last term. Joeys attended a state-wide active day at Ross as well 

as meeting with other Joey mobs for campfires and learning 

about other cultures. They have also had a sleepover which was 

enjoyed by all. It is the biggest Joey mob in the state and there is 

Believe it or not Christmas is only ten 

weeks away. Early preparation helps us 

enjoy the festivities. A vital part of the 

Taroona Scout Group’s involvement with 

the local community is its fund-raising 

activities. These interactions have, over 

the years, contributed many thousands of 

dollars which have enabled the purchase 

of equipment that has assisted our leaders 

to deliver a first class Scouting experience. 

The annual Scout Christmas tree and produce sale has become a 

legendary event with huge community support and expectations. 

This year’s sale is planned for Saturday 16th December – see you 

there and be sure to get in early for the best trees.

Taroona Scout Group: Christmas tree sale
a waiting list, thanks to the varied program and great leaders. 

Cubs have been busy preparing for the exciting Cuboree. This is 

a state-wide camp similar to a local Jamboree where the cubs 

participate in many outdoor activities. Hundreds of cubs attend. 

Among the other things the cubs have done are flag making, 

building outdoor shelters, campfire cooking, and a visit to the 

Scout Heritage Centre. Several cubs hope to have completed the 

top award for cubs, the Grey Wolf, by the end of the year.

The scouts have also been out and about – including running 

an Amazing Race and participating in the Kingborough District 

Camping competition, where they did well. These holidays many 

have planned overnight expeditions to the south coast and Coles 

Bay, which can go towards the award of Australian Scout medallion.

The venturers have enjoyed the regional venturer Amazing Race, 

competing against all the other venturer units in the region. 

Some of the fun included taking part in an eating competition, 

a Harry Potter night, a colour run and a Coke chase, which the 

Taroona venturers won. We ended the term with a Chalk Chase 

through the streets of Sandy Bay and Battery Point (a Hash 

House harrier type event) which concluded at a pizza place in 

Salamanca to celebrate the birthday of one of the leaders.

As one of the largest groups in the state, we are pleased to have a 

great team of leaders who give their time voluntarily each week to 

develop the youth in our suburb. We also value all the support given 

to the group by the parents who help each week.

The Taroona Scout Group will have a display at the Seaside 

Festival – come and see what we do. If you would like any 

information about the Group or are interested in youth 

membership or a leader role please contact either Mike Green 
on 6227 9139 or Janet Stephens on 0400 297 646.

From page 1
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As winter finally shakes free from spring, eyes begin to drift to 

the river Derwent, its wind and swells, and a longing rises to feel 

once more the strain at the oar and the sweet music of the bow 

chattering with wave. This last winter has been a little tougher than 

most, but a fine rowing season approaches. Out of your armchair 

and get involved, see some of Tasmania’s best coastal scenery and 

meet some interesting people from your own back yard!

International Oar Design Rules Resolved
To our great relief, the Scottish Coastal Rowing Association 

has now resolved its quest to standardise wooden oars for the 

St Ayles Skiff. In summary, a standardised oar design was not 

recommended due to a variety of reasons, including strength 

differences between crews, ease of handling in variable weather 

conditions and most likely because the design horse bolted 

way back in 2009, when the class was created.  Those amused 

by the topic will enjoy more at https://scottishcoastalrowing.
org/2017/10/11/no-motion-for-standard-oar-at-scra-agm-2017

For Taroona, our recently built hollow loomed hoop pine oars are still 

competition compliant with the new ruling. They were a significant 

design challenge that our team of volunteers accepted, producing  

a beautiful functional design that works well. Many thanks to Bob 

and Sue for loaning us their shed and Richard Johnson for his 

design oversight and wisdom. And thanks also to our own team of 

dreamers, artists and craftspeople who got the job done…just in 

time for the international skiff titles at Franklin in February.

Coming Events
Steam boats on the Huon, Sunday 19 Novermber

This is an enjoyable row in the company of other skiffs from 

Franklin and Cygnet with a fleet of steam powered and other 

craft from Huonville to Franklin and return. (toot, toot!)

Swiftsure Regatta, Saturday 9 December

Another chance to cop a flogging in skiff races from the gritty 

folk of Franklin. Actually a lot of fun, and Taroona have done well 

here in the past.

For more info about a row, call me on 00400875528 or 
email me at damianmdevlin@gmail.com – Damian Devlin

Taroona Coastal Rowing

Top: Dal and Mark admire our new oars. Middle: Princess Anne 
marvels at oar design anarchy at the 2013 World Skiffie titles at 
Ullapool, Scotland. Bottom: Taroona crew (at rear) brandish their fine 
oars at Franklin.
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Early summer bushfire outlook
You just have to look across to the eastern shore to see how dry 
the vegetation is for this time of the year.  The current soil dryness 
index in the eastern part of the state is what we normally expect 
in January (Figures 1 and 2).  

Figure 1 Soil 

conditions 

are already 

extremely dry 

across eastern 

Tasmania. 

These 

conditions 

are normally 

prevalent in late 

summer!

We can expect an early start to the fire season. Fire permits will 
kick in much sooner than normal. This also means a much shorter 
window of opportunity for fuel reduction burns in and around 
Hobart. To make matters worse, the seasonal forecast is predicting 
above average maximum temperatures for Tasmania between 
November and January. There is a small chance we will have above 
average rainfall over this same period (see Figures 3 and 4).

Last fire season was pretty quiet. We had above average rainfall and 
very few hot northerly winds. We may not be so lucky this summer. 
Hot northerly winds, coupled with very dry soils and above 
average temperatures more generally, could spell serious trouble.

News from the Taroona Volunteer Fire Brigade

Figure 4 There is a small chance that we may have above average 

rainfall this early summer.

The message from Taroona Volunteer Fire Brigade is simple: Do not 
delay in clearing gutters of leaf litter, cut back trees that encroach 
onto your house, and remove piles of dry vegetation (see more 
detailed information in the TEN article, Flirting With Fire, on page 6). 

Remind yourself about your bushfire survival plan. Check where 
your nearby safer places are: http://www.fire.tas.gov.au/
userfiles/tym/file/NEW_CPP_PAGES/201212_S_Protection_
Taroona_area.pdf.  

Bookmark this page to check current fire danger index: http://www.
bom.gov.au/tas/forecasts/fire-map.shtml.  Use this and alerts 
issued by the Tasmania Fire Service (http://www.fire.tas.gov.au) to 
assess whether you need to invoke your bushfire survival plan or not. 

Figure 3 Tasmania will experience a hotter early summer (hotter than 

on average).

Figure 2  Lower level soil moisture is well below average for much of 

eastern Australia and South Australia

The only way out of Taroona is via the Channel 
Highway. With so few escape options, you should plan 
to leave early if a major bushfire threatens Taroona.
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Online bushfire planning tool
Use this tool to help prepare yourself for the upcoming bush 
fire season!

http://www.bushfirereadyneighbourhoods.tas.gov.au/
create-your-bushfire-survival-plans

20
Bushfire Survival Plan

Stay and defend checklist

Staying to defend a well-prepared property during a bushfire 

always carries the risk of injury or death. However, defending 

your home is a reasonable choice if:

• Your home is well-prepared.

• You are physically fit and emotionally prepared.

• Fire conditions are less than ‘extreme’. 

As the fire approaches 

 Dress in appropriate clothing.

 Clear leaves from roof gutters, decks and lawns.

  Block downpipes and fill gutters with water.

  Remove flammable outdoor furniture, doormats and 

hanging baskets.

  Remove curtains from windows, close and tape windows, 

close doors.

 Fill bath, buckets and containers with water.

 Patrol property for spot fires to extinguish.

		Stay close to house, drink water and check the welfare of 

others and pets.

As the fire front arrives

  Take shelter inside the house, protect yourself from 

radiant heat ensuring fire-fighting equipment is safe.

 Connect a hose to a laundry tap.

  Continually check for outbreak of fires inside, including in 

the roof space.

 Soak towels and place under external doors.

 Ensure you can exit the home should it catch fire.

Once the fire has passed

 Extinguish any part of your house that is alight.

  Patrol the property (including roof space) to  

extinguish fires. 

 Keep checking for several hours.

 Drink water frequently to avoid dehydration.

Because everyone’s Bushfire Survival Plan will be different, 

complete the Stay and Defend Survival Plan for you and 

your family’s circumstances and keep it in a safe and easily 

accessible place.

Most people who die in bushfires are 

caught in the open, either in their car or on 

foot, because they’ve left their property 

too late, when the fire is approaching. 

If you are unsure about defending your 

property, you should prepare a Leave 

Early Plan as well.

Prepare your fire fighting equipment

 A firefighting pump, hose and nozzle. 

 Firefighting water supply (not just mains water).

  Ladder – for access to roof gutters and into the  

roof space.

 Garden hose and fittings.

 Rake and a strong bucket.

 A wet mop for putting out embers and small fires.

Prepare for your safety

  Prepare a bushfire survival kit – e.g. long-sleeved woollen 

or cotton clothing, broad-brimmed hat, sturdy leather 

boots, leather gloves, protective eye wear, a face mask, 

a torch for moving safely inside the roof space, a battery 

powered radio, spare batteries, first aid kit and  

drinking water.

  Go to fire.tas.gov.au to check if there is a Community 

Bushfire Protection Plan for your area 

Go to fire.tas.gov.au to find out 

more about Community Bushfire 

Protection Plans and Nearby Safer 

Places for your area

ABC Local Radio

EAST COAST WEST COAST
NORTH/NORTH EAST

Bicheno 89.7 FM Savage River/Waratah 104.1 FM Launceston 102.7 FM

Fingal 1161 AM Strahan 107.5 FM
Lileah 91.3 FM

St Helens 1584 AM Queenstown/Zeehan 90.5 FM NE Tasmania 91.7 FM

Swansea 106.1 FM Rosebery 106.3 FM
Weldborough 97.3 FM

St Marys 102.7 FM Waratah 103.3 FM
SOUTHERN

NORTH WEST
Hobart 936 AM

Devonport 100.5 FM

Burnie 102.5 FM

King Island 88.5 FM

For emergency warnings and alerts, tune into one of  

our Emergency Broadcast Partners
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Bushfire Survival Plan

Leave early checklist
Leaving early is always the safest option

On high fire risk days or actual fire days:
• Block drain-pipes and fill gutters with water.

•  Remove flammable items from the exterior of the house 

e.g. blinds, outdoor furniture, door mats.

•  Pack planned belongings into your car and leave in 

accordance with your plan.When to leave?•  What will prompt you to go? The trigger might be a very 

high fire danger rating (check the weather page of your 

daily newspaper or the TFS website) or a fire breaking 

out nearby. Plan to leave early, many hours before the fire 

reaches your home to avoid being caught in smoke, the 

fire, or on a congested road.  

Because everyone’s Bushfire Survival Plan will be different, 

complete the Leaving Early Survival Plan for you and 

your family’s circumstances and keep it in a safe and easily 

accessible place.

Most people who die in bushfires are 
caught in the open, either in their car or on 

foot, because they’ve left their property 
too late, when the fire is approaching. Where to go?  Consider low fire risk areas, such as a nearby safe town 

or beach or a community fire refuge.How to get there?  Consider a number of travel routes to avoid areas where 

fires are burning.
What will you take? Develop a list of items your family will need, and prepare an 

Emergency Kit. You might like to consider the items below:

  Bottled water   Medications.   Tent.

  First aid kit.      Glasses.    Folding chair.

  Wallet/purse.    Clothing.   Children’s toys.  

  Blankets.     Sleeping bag.    Air mattress.

  Mobile phone and charger. 
  Money, identification and credit cards.
  Battery operated radio and spare batteries.  

  Phone numbers of family and friends.
  Sun shelter (Sun umbrella or fold up gazebo).

  Important items (such as insurance policies, family photos 

and valuables).  Organise household members and make arrangements 

for pets.

Everyone must have a contingency plan 
Fire services know that many people don’t make timely 

decisions about what they will do when bushfire threatens. 

They wait until the fire is too close before making up their 

minds. When fires are burning under ‘severe’, ‘extreme’ or 

‘catastrophic’ fire conditions, this can be fatal.
Nearby Safer Places  You need to have somewhere nearby where you can 

shelter if you’ve left it too late to leave safely and your 

home isn’t safe to shelter in. 1) 

 2) 

 3) 

  On Catastrophic days the safest option is for you and 

your family to Leave Early, hours before a fire threatens 

your home. These are the worst conditions for bush or 

grass fire. Even well-prepared and constructed homes 

may not be safe unless firefighters have assessed them as 

defendable in the prevailing conditions. Fires will likely be 

uncontrollable, unpredictable and very fast moving with 

highly aggressive flames extending high above  

tree tops and buildings.  On Extreme days Leave Early will always be the safest 

option for you and your family. Stay and Defend should 

only be considered if your home is well prepared, 

specifically designed and constructed for bush fire and 

you are capable of actively defending it. Fires will likely be 

uncontrollable, unpredictable and fast moving with flames 

in the tree tops, and higher than roof tops.

Go to fire.tas.gov.au to find out 
more about Community Bushfire 

Protection Plans and nearby safer 
places for your area

ABC Local RadioEAST COAST
WEST COAST

NORTH/NORTH EAST

Bicheno 89.7 FM
Savage River/Waratah 104.1 FM Launceston 102.7 FM

Fingal 1161 AM
Strahan 107.5 FM

Lileah 91.3 FM

St Helens 1584 AM
Queenstown/Zeehan 90.5 FM

NE Tasmania 91.7 FM

Swansea 106.1 FM
Rosebery 106.3 FM

Weldborough 97.3 FM

St Marys 102.7 FM
Waratah 103.3 FM

SOUTHERN

NORTH WEST

Hobart 936 AM

Devonport 100.5 FMBurnie 102.5 FM
King Island 88.5 FM

For emergency warnings and alerts, tune into one of  

our Emergency Broadcast Partners

Funding secured for driveway upgrade
Taroona Fire Brigade has received funding from the State 

Government to help with preparations for the upcoming bushfire 

season. The Tasmanian State Government has given the brigade 

$50,000  from the Community Infrastructure Fund for stage one 

of a driveway upgrade project.

Stage one of the project includes digging up the existing 

driveway and laying down a new crushed rock base, topped 

by a 30mm-thick asphalt surface. New kerbs on either side will 

channel water into a proper drainage system.

The current driveway was not originally designed to handle 

medium and heavy rigid fire trucks, nor to cope with large 

amounts of water from firefighting exercises. The upgrade will 

enable the firefighters to undertake more training safely for the 

upcoming fire season.

The plan is to do the driveway build in the first half of November. 

Already the large feral pine tree has come down (thanks to a grant 

from Kingborough Council). Local residents are welcome to help 

themselves to wood. 

The area between the fire station and the intersection of Nubeena 

Crescent/Chiton Chase will become a construction site. Residents 

are urged to avoid this area while the driveway is being resurfaced.

Speaker of the House of Assembly Elise Archer and First Officer 
Stephen Watchorn with one of the Taroona Fire Station engines at 
the presentation event. 

ARE YOU BUSHFIRE READY?
Join us for a free information session 

at the Taroona Bowls Club 
on Sunday 26 November at 1 pm

Officers from the Taroona Volunteer Fire Brigade 
will lead a discussion on Bushfire Safety in 

Taroona.

Mark the date and join the discussion!

A Taroona Community Event
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FINAL WORKING BEE FOR 2017
Nov 5	 Propagation day – learn about growing 

native plants. Taroona Park, 10am–12 noon. 

	 Meet at the Scout Hall

For any questions about our work or the working bees, 

refer to TEN website www.ten.org.au or contact us by 

email at info@ten.org.au or by phone on 0438 705 319.
a bushcare/coastcare group supported by Kingborough Council.

FLIRTING WITH FIRE
Can we safely live in a fire-prone environment?

On a beautiful sunny morning in October local residents 
gathered for the Taroona Environment Network’s “Flirting 
with Fire” walkabout in Harrow Place. Recognising that we 
have chosen to live in a suburb on the fringes of the bush 
– in a bushfire-prone area – participants were interested to 
learn what they could do to reduce this risk.

Dr Stephen Bresnehan, Community Engagement Officer 
with Tas Fire Service Fuel Reduction Unit, outlined what 
we can do at a local level to prepare for the fire season, 
and briefed us on the broader fuel reduction program 
in the hills behind Hobart. We also heard from Stephen 
Watchorn, First Officer with the Taroona Fire Brigade on 
their training and preparation. 

Key messages included:

•	 Prepare a Bushfire Survival Plan.

•	 Decide whether you will stay and defend your home, or 
leave early, taking into account your health, fitness and 
caring responsibilities. 

	 Writing down the plan in advance is helpful because it’s 
much harder to make good decisions when a bushfire is 
approaching.

•	 Leave early to avoid traffic snarls and poor visibility.

•	 Be aware of vulnerable neighbours who may need help.

•	 Prepare your home ready for the fire season: check for 
loose tiles or roofing iron where embers may penetrate; 

clear gutters; remove flammable vegetation and 
materials stored adjacent to the house; ensure there are 
no overhanging branches.  

•	 Careful garden design can create a firebreak – a space 
between your house and neighbouring bushland 
cleared of leaves, bark, mulch and other fuels

•	 Have a battery-operated radio to stay informed if 
electricity and mobile reception is cut off.

•	 Fire can travel at great speed, so preparation is vital. 
Local fire brigades will not be able to attend every house 
on a bad bushfire day, and may be deployed in a strike 
team elsewhere.

Many participants suggested that the provision of regular 
green waste collections would be very helpful in reducing 
fuels on our properties. 

TEN would like to thank Stephen Bresnehan and Stephen 
Watchorn for giving up their Sunday morning to lead us 
through these vital issues.

The location of the driveway, low-flammability plant 
selection including fruit trees, lawn, yellow dogwoods, 
and a vegie garden plus reasonable separation 
(>30m) from the highly flammable native forest to 
the northwest have helped reduce the fire risk to this 
Taroona property.
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Cats make wonderful pets but, WHEN ALLOWED TO ROAM, they 
do immense damage to our native wildlife. In a newly-published 
study, scientists from Charles Darwin University estimate that: 

This includes 61 million birds per year killed by pet cats, 
which make up half the population of cats in Australia (http://
theconversation.com/for-whom-the-bell-tolls-cats-kill-more-
than-a-million-australian-birds-every-day-85084).  This is clearly 
not sustainable, especially given the number of threatened 
species affected.

And that’s just birds. In my own garden (planted to attract 
wildlife), neighbourhood pet cats have decimated all skinks, 
blue-tongue lizards, frogs, insects, bandicoots and ring-tailed 
possums etc., as well as blue fairy wrens, honeyeaters, pardalotes 
and robins – and the list goes on. And this is just my garden. This 
is also the nesting season for birds, and cat disturbance greatly 
jeopardises breeding success.

WE CAN ALL DO SOMETHING ABOUT THIS. Please keep your 
cat(s) from roaming AT ALL TIMES (both day and night).  
Many pet owners already do this successfully, and their cats are 
safer and live longer..

You may consider that your cat does not kill wildlife. But did you 
know that:

•	 Even well-fed cats instinctively hunt and kill wildlife, 

•	 Few creatures bitten by cats survive,

•	 Only a small proportion of killings or predations are brought home.  

•	 Bells do not work. 

And uncontrolled pet cats can roam large distances to hunt, or 
hunt locally in a very systematic fashion.

There are useful and practical information resources on how to 
keep your cat(s) indoors or in your yard, how to help your cat(s) 
adjust to not roaming, and how to build or obtain excellent cat 
enclosures that don’t cost a fortune on the Kingborough Council 
website at: https://kingborough.tas.gov.au/services/animal-
management/cats/.  This includes information sheets on: Keeping 
Cats Indoors Doesn’t Have to be Cruel; How Can You Keep Your Cat 
in Your Yard; and Preventing Cats From Roaming – Frequently Asked 
Questions.

LET’S MAKE TAROONA A ‘ROAMING CAT-FREE ZONE’.  The 
effect on our precious and unique wildlife – in our wonderful 
bushland setting – will be remarkable!!

Please share this information with your neighbours and friends as 
they may be unaware of the serious impact of roaming cats on 
our wildlife. – Rob Massom, Taroona

Cats and wildlife – how to protect both

Taroona Neighbourhood Garden Trash and Treasure
Satuday, 21st October from 10am-2pm at  the garden, Chiton Place

Bricabrac, seedlings, plants, refreshments and sausage sizzle

Come along, enjoy the garden and search out some bargains 

Enquiries:  Margaret on 0400 242 488 

Cats in Australia kill 377 million birds EVERY YEAR – 
that’s 3-4% of our total Australian bird population 
every year, equivalent to 1 million birds a day!!. 

TALKING POINT
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Deal struck to commercialise IMAS world-first  
lobster research
Despite the high value of rock lobsters, until now the long and 
complex life cycle has made it impossible to farm the species in a 
commercially scalable hatchery.

Ground-breaking research by IMAS, supported by the ARC 
Research Hub for Commercial Development of Rock Lobster 
Culture Systems, stands ready to change that. Over 15 years of 
research has finally unlocked an abiding aquaculture challenge 
– a way of rearing batches of tropical rock lobsters from eggs to 
maturity in special tanks.

A Tasmanian firm with a world-class pedigree in the mariculture 
sector is partnering with the University of Tasmania to 
commercialise this research. PFG Group Pty Ltd (PFG) has 
invested in a University spin-out company to secure the 
Australian licencing rights to the research. 

Associate Professor Greg Smith, UTAS Deputy Vice Chancelor Brigid 
Heywood, PFG Chief Executive Michael Sylvester and Dr Darren Cundy 
announce the deal to hatch a new rock lobster industry

IMAS Divers Practice Rescue Drills on Taroona Beach
 As part of regular training and proficiency for their work, 
scientific divers from IMAS may sometimes been seen on 
Taroona Beach practicing rescue drills. Though diving incidents 
are rare, we must be prepared to respond immediately to a 
diver in difficulty, and all of our divers are required to show their 
proficiency with these skills on an annual basis.

These drills often include practice towing a simulated injured 
diver on the surface, responding to a diver underwater and 
bringing them to the surface, removing a diver from the water, 
and providing first aid. On occasion we may use one of our small 
research vessels as a platform for practicing rescues, but we 
regularly do these as shore dives.

So the next time you are walking at Taroona Beach and see 
divers getting dragged onto the shore, feel free to ask if it is 
a drill or an actual emergency. We are proud to be part of the 
Taroona community, and are happy to share with you what we 
are doing!  

– Vallorie Hodges, Site Diving and Technical Officer, IMAS

it made the breakthroughs that gave rise to Atlantic salmon 
farming, now the nation’s highest-value fishery.

Snake alert: Taroona Park

WARNING to Taroona Park users. A snake has been sighted 

near the playground and the skate park area this past week (see 

photos above). A timely reminder to keep a look out for snakes 

now that the weather is warming. 

“This partnership paves the way for Tasmania to 
become the birthplace of a global industry for rock 
lobster aquaculture.” – University Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Research) Professor Brigid Heywood

In the next two years, scientists working at IMAS Taroona will 
complete the final two years’ work of the Australian Research 
Council-backed hub, focusing on the optimisation of 
technology that will underpin commercial production. PFG’s 
commitment includes the construction in Tasmania of the 
world’s first commercial scale hatchery.

Taroona’s IMAS research facility has a long pedigree of 
creating new aquaculture industries. About 30 years ago, 
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TAROONA PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUNDS

SATURDAY 11 nOVEMBER 2017
11AM-4pm

bYO carry bags!

Food & coffee, Plants and FLowers
craft, clothes, BOOKS and toys

entertainment & music
marine expo



Taroona Tennis Club
Members of the Taroona community will have noticed that a 
great deal of work has been taking place at the Taroona Tennis 
Club during the last twelve months.  There have been two major 
projects and one minor project.

The committee decided that the old and worn surfaces of courts 1, 
2 and 3 needed to be replaced.  

Court lighting had to be replaced.  While the courts were being 
resurfaced the quality of the lights poles was tested and the poles 
were found to be unsafe and were quickly removed.  

Net posts on courts 1, 2 and 3 also had to be replaced.  

The total cost of work undertaken has approached $190,000.  The 
committee put a great deal of work into securing funds for the 
projects and was successful in securing the following grants:
2016	 Communities Sport and Recreation Major Grant of $52,057 to be used to 

replace surfaces of courts 1, 2 and 3. Kingborough Council supplied $17,100 
towards the same project.

2016	Communities, Sport and Recreation Minor Grant of $2,474 to be used to 
replace net posts on courts 1, 2 and 3.

2017	Community Infrastructure Minor Grant of $50,000 to be used for court lighting.

2017	Tasmanian Community Fund Grant of $10,115 to be used for court lighting.

The Taroona Tennis Club financial year starts on 1 October 
and the AGM of the Taroona Tennis Club is to be held at the 
clubhouse on Saturday November 11th at 4.00pm. This might 
be a good time to think about joining the Club.  Social tennis, 
competitive tennis and coaching are offered.  Diane Balding – 
phone 62279232 – is happy to answer any questions.
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Top: Paddy Skelly, Gabriel Pronobis (Club Patron), Col Wilkinson (Club 
President), Ziqing Yuan.  Bottom: Jude Horne, Ailsa Richard, Jill Finch.

Thank you from Possums Playcentre

Possums Playcentre celebrated their annual Ladies Night Out at Salty 
Dog Hotel in Kingston last term. It was a very enjoyable evening with 
lots of conversation, delicious food and entertaining games.

We were delighted to see so many past and present parents and 
friends of our centre who supported our fundraising event. Thank 
you everyone!

Sausage sizzle
We are having a fund-raising sausage sizzle for Possums at 
Bunnings Kingston on Sunday Oct 22nd – join us for a sausage!

Possums Playcentre 2018 enrolments
Possums is now accepting 

enrolments for 2018. Please 
enrol online at www.
possumsplaycentre.org.au 
or if you would like more 
information please phone 
0418390432. Visits to our 
centre are most welcome.

A parent-run play session for 
0-5 year olds and their carers 

Toys, arts ‘n’ crafts and a hot cuppa! 
Have some fun, make friends and spend some special 

time with your child. 
New members always welcome. 

$3 per family plus a piece of fruit to share.

Tuesdays* 9:30am til 11:30am 

      Taroona Playgroup

For more information, please contact Amy 0417 551 150.
*during term time
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The Taroona Garden Forum meets at 7.30pm on the first 

Wednesday each month (except January and July) at the Uniting 

Church, 1 Taroona Crescent, Taroona. Our next meetings will be 

on Wednesday 1 November, 6 December and 7 February.

We share knowledge about plants, soils and gardening, regularly 

have guest speakers and presentations and usually have plants 

and gardening items for sale. Highlights of the year are the 

organised trips and July and December lunches.  

At the August meeting of the Taroona Gardening Forum, David 

Stephen was acknowledged for his long service to the group. 

David is a well-known organic gardening enthusiast who, with 

three others, co-founded the Taroona Gardening Forum 17 years 

ago. Over the years David has generously shared his knowledge 

and experience with members and regularly contributes ideas 

and tips about organic gardening, as well as inviting the group to 

his own garden for demonstrations of methods and materials. 

Knitting and Sipping 
Taroona Sippers and Purlers 
meets on the first Saturday 
of each month, at Timeless 
Way in Channel Court, from 2 
to 3.45pm.  Over this winter 
we’ve been highly productive:  
we knitted 92 beanies for 
the Hobart City Mission to 
distribute to Hobart folk. 
We have also knitted this 
pure wool rug as a major 
prize in the Taroona Seaside 
Festival on 11 November.  
Congratulations if you win it! 

For more information, email thestoddarts@gmail.com

KIngborough Council and other 

southern councils have teamed 

up with Sustainable Living 

Tasmania’s ecohomeguide.com.

au to create the Home Energy 

Bulk Buy for energy-efficient 

heat pumps, hot water services, 

insulation, LED lighting, solar panels and other products.

Buying in bulk brings down the cost per item. Products chosen 

for the buy will be based on quality, price and performance.

If you are interested in buying an energy efficient product 

in the coming months, you can register your interest at 

ecohomeguide.com.au

The Home Energy Bulk Buy will be available at the same time as 

the Tasmanian Government’s Energy Efficiency Loan Scheme that 

has three-year interest-free loans of up to $10,000 for individuals 

to install energy-efficient and renewable-energy equipment. 

For more info about the loans visit: auroraenergy.com.au/teels
To register go to Ecohomeguide.com.au

National Garage Sale
Be part of Australia’s biggest community and reuse event this 
weekend. Join the estimated 350,000 Australians hosting and 
shopping at garage sales - getting pre-loved stuff re-loved, meeting 
neighbours, and having fun! Register your own sale, or discover sales 
in the local area at  https://www.garagesaletrail.com.au

Taroona Gardening Forum

David Stephen is presented with a certificate and gift by Anne 
Hallam, Taroona Gardening Forum convenor, in recognition of his 
long and dedicated service to the group.

Upcoming events include the Scamander Sojourn on October 

27-29 and a Longford Blooms day trip on 18 November.

New members are always welcome.

If you’d like more information, please contact Peter on      
0412 110 161 or taroonagardenforum@ozemail.com.au or 
visit our website at http://taroona.tas.au/gardening-forum

Sat & Sun
   21&22
October
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Membership 

due now!

Disclaimer
The Taroona Community Association accepts no responsibility for the 
accuracy or completeness of any material contained herein and recommends 
that users exercise their own skill and care with respect to its use. 
The listing of a person or organisation in any part of this newsletter in no way 
implies any form of endorsement by the Taroona Community Association of 
the products or services provided by that person or organisation.
The Taroona Community Association accepts no responsibility for any loss, 
injury or inconvenience by any person resulting from information published 
in this newsletter.

Taroona Community Association Inc. 
President: 		 Jill Hickie, 4 Devon Walk, Taroona, 6227 8544
Secretary: 		 Janette Power, 8 Earlwood Court, Taroona, 6227 8387
Treasurer/		 Anne Parrott, 11 Jenkins Street, Taroona

Editor: 		 Liz Haywood, 43 Hinsby Road, Taroona, 6227 9593
Committee:	 Dal Andrews, Damian Devlin, Roger Kellaway, 

Alison Phillips, Nicky Price, Fiona Rice, Charlie Sherwin

Email:		  communityassociation@taroona.tas.au

The committee meets on the first Thursday of the month 
(Feb–Dec). Contributions to the Taroona website can be 
sent to Deirdre Brown at taroona@taroona.tas.au 

Membership of the Taroona Community Association is $10 and payment 
can be made by direct deposit into the TCA’s bank account BSB 067102 
and Account number 28011079. Please email us to notify of deposited 
funds. You can also deliver or mail payment to 11 Jenkins Street.

Newsletter contributions: taroonacommunitynewsletter@gmail.com 

Advertising: 1 column x 2cm deep = $10, 1 column x 4cm deep = $20

This issue of Taroona News has been printed with the support 
of the offices of Senator The Honourable Lisa Singh and Mr 
Andrew Wilkie MP, Independent Federal Member for Denison. 

Public officer:		

The Lions Club would like to thank the Taroona 
community for their support of the 48th Taroona Book 
Sale. It was a great success in its new venue. We have 

already begun planning for the 49th sale, to be held on 
the weekend of  7–8 July 2018

Proceeds will go to support local 
schools and other Lions Club projects.

– Frank Lawrence, Lions Club of Kingborough Book Sale Committee

TAROONA’S
GIANT
BOOK 
SALE

48th

Bayside Meats
Fine Food Butchery

Fresh seafood daily • Large range of homemade, gourmet sausages

628 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay • Ph/Fax: 6225 1482

CLASSIFIEDS

Sourdough bread & pastries, fine coffee

Shop 6a, Taroona Shopping Village
7:30am – 2:30pm, Wed – Fri




