
Dear resident

The Taroona Community Association has been working with the Taroona 
Volunteer Fire Brigade and the Taroona Environment Network on an 
initiative to better prepare Taroona residents for our bushfire season.

Across the suburb we have appointed 44 volunteer Street Coordinators, 
with many being the same as your COVID Street Coordinator (the support 
network we established earlier this year). 

The role of the Street Coordinator is to deliver this flier to you, which 
includes important information to help you get ready for the bushfire 
season. It is also to gather information on the residents in their street who 
may require assistance - or who are able to offer assistance to others.

Inside this flier, you’ll find a return slip to deliver back to your Street 
Coordinator’s letterbox, where you can record any help you may need, or 
help you might be able to offer others. 

Our main aim is to help prepare everyone for the bushfire season, but it is 
also to be a better-connected community. 

With warm regards

Jill Hickie
President 
Taroona Community Association

YOUR VOLUNTEER STREET COORDINATOR IS:

(name) ............................................................................................................................................................ 

(address) ........................................................................................................................................................

(phone) ..............................................  (email) .........................................................................................

WHY TAROONA IS FIRE 
VULNERABLE

• We are surrounded by 

bushland to the north, 

west and south. 

• We have only one access 

road.

• Many Taroona houses are 

of timber construction 

surrounded by leafy 

gardens.

There are many residents 

in Taroona who recall the 

speed and horror of the 1967 

bushfires that hit Hobart and 

suburbs, including Taroona. 

If a fire event begins to 

the north or north-west 

of Taroona under SEVERE, 

EXTREME or CATASTROPHIC 

conditions, it will move 

very fast and may be 

unpredictable. 

TAROONA TOGETHER – BUSHFIRE-READY

Connected communities are protected communities

kunanyi/Mt Wellington

10 km

Taroona

In the 2013 Dunalley fire, ember attacks 
occurred 30km ahead of the fire front. 



WHAT TO DO ON HIGH FDR DAYS

(FDR OVER 50—SEVERE, EXTREME OR CATASTROPHIC)

• LISTEN TO ABC-936 AM and check the TFS website for 
alerts (ADVICE, WATCH & ACT and EMERGENCY).

• LEAVE EARLY—Your safest option is to leave BEFORE 
a potential fire event and sit out the conditions 
somewhere safer (e.g. Hobart city, a friend or relative’s 
house in a safer suburb). Not everyone has this option 
available, or it may not be part of your fire plan. 

• If you are still in Taroona when a fire event begins 
in bushland to the north or west under high FDR 
conditions, LEAVE IMMEDIATELY and calmly. Traffic 
congestion is likely to occur with only one access road, 
and combined with smoke and high winds, it could 
be frightening. Travel north toward the city, unless you 
receive reports on ABC-936 AM radio to do otherwise. 

• If you have left your departure too late, go to your 
nearest designated “NEARBY SAFER PLACE” (wear 
protective clothing – take your grab’n’go bag). 

WHAT TO DO ON LOWER FDR DAYS

(FDR LESS THAN 50—HIGH, VERY HIGH)

• On lower FDR days if a fire event is near to, or in, Taroona, 
some residents may plan to stay and defend their home. 
To do this, you must be physically and emotionally 
prepared. Children should not stay to defend. 

• Read the information on “Stay and Defend” on the TFS 
website to know how to do this as safely as possible. 

 Note: Conditions can quickly change from High to Extreme. 

STAY INFORMED 
ABC RADIO 936 AM  

TFS WEBSITE – fire.tas.gov.au 

If a fire is going, you may receive automated 
text messages (e.g. ADVICE, WATCH & ACT, 
EMERGENCY), so keep your phone with you!         

NEARBY SAFER PLACES

Safer Places are NOT safe. They are places of LAST 
RESORT and should ONLY be used if you have 
left your departure out of Taroona too late to be 
safely on the road. They offer MINIMAL protection 
from radiant heat. You need to be wearing 
protective clothing, have woollen blankets, and 
have your grab’n’go items with you. TFS have 
identified these safer places for Taroona. You may 
have identified other safer places closer to you 
(e.g. an in-ground pool, beach, dam, approved 
bushfire bunker). Please discuss their suitability 
with the Taroona Fire Brigade.

• Taroona High School Soccer Field (river 
side of main High School building)

• Kelvedon Sports Ground (river end of 
Nubeena Crescent)

• Alexandra Battery Park, Lower Sandy Bay

We cannot overstress how important it is for 
you to NOT be caught in this situation. Avoid 
being caught out in the open at all costs. In 
FDR 50+ situations, PLEASE LEAVE EARLY. 

Pay attention to the 
HOBART FDR as this 
will be the most 
accurate for Taroona.
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As the Fire Danger Rating increases so does its 
potential to destroy property and threaten 
lives. SEVERE, EXTREME and 
CATASTROPHIC conditions 
indicate a fire will be 
unpredictable, 
uncontrollable 
and fast-
moving.



 Grab‘n’Go Bag
wool/cotton clothing (long sleeves, long trousers) 
spare clothes for everyone

 woollen blankets (1 per person 
for radiant heat protection) 

food for 48 hours

toiletries  

jewellery, valuables 

battery-powered 
radio, torch & 
spare batteries

gloves, goggles to 
protect eyes from 
smoke & embers

mobile phone & 
charger

medications 
& prescriptions

mask to filter smoke

passport
will

family photos
computer hard drive/USB 

water (3 litres/person/day)

PETS: basket, cage, leash, medications, food, water, bowls, bed, toy, treats
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first aid kit
insurance

[

[
cash 

wallet
drivers licence 

Keep your Grab’n’Go emergency kit in an easy to reach location that all household members know about 
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PACK YOUR GRAB’N’GO BAG NOW

Some important questions to answer as a family:

• When will you leave / what will prompt you to leave? 

(e.g. FDR over 50, ember attack on the foothills on 

kunanyi/Mt Wellington)

• Where will you go? (You need alternative locations, 

depending on whether the TFS request residents 

evacuate north or south)

• How will you get there? (You need alternatives—e.g. 

shared car if your car is not at home)

• What will you take? (Grab’n’go bag, pets, elderly 

neighbour?)

• What will you wear? (Wear protective clothing and have 

blankets and water in your car in the event you are 

caught inside your vehicle)

• Who do you need to tell? (Have phone numbers 

handy—panic causes forgetfulness)

• Know where all your family members are on 

FDR days of 50 or higher (SEVERE, EXTREME, 
CATASTROPHIC).

• Review your insurance

• Ember-proof your home (refer fire.tas.gov.au for advice)

• Clear flammable material well away from your 

house (dry grasses, branches, timber piles, rubbish, 

flammable chemicals)

• Cut back trees and shrubs overhanging buildings

• Clean your gutters

• It is not recommended, but if you are planning 

to stay and defend (eg on a lower FDR day), have 

buckets of water, long hoses etc. ready. (Be aware 

that in a bushfire emergency you may have low water 

pressure or no supply at all.)

[

WRITE YOUR BUSHFIRE PLAN NOW PREPARE YOUR HOME NOW

DOCUMENTS KIT 

Some people pack valuables/

photos/passports/wills/

insurance papers/hard drive, 

etc. to an inner-city workplace 

or family/friend for safekeeping 

during bushfire season.

CAR EMERGENCY KIT 

(keep in car all bushfire 

season):

blankets (1/passenger), 

water, mask, full body 

protective clothing



ARE YOU READY?

r   House insurance paid?

r   House and garden prepared?

r   Grab’n’go bag packed?

r   Practiced your plan? 

r   Car packed with blankets and water?

r   Shared bushfire survival plans with your neighbours?

On FDR days of VERY HIGH (25 or more) we will:

r   tell each other our movements for the day 
    – and tell our neighbours

r   ensure our mobile phones are charged

r   check our grab’n’go bags are ready

r   listen to ABC-936 AM for weather updates/
    watch TFS website for any fire events 

WHEN WE WILL LEAVE

 If the FDR is forecast to be OVER 50, and there is no nearby fire event, we are all leaving the night before 

(if we can), by car, or very early in the morning, with our grab’n’go bags, to spend the day in the city 

and at Aunty Sarah’s in Battery Point. We will not attempt to defend our house if a fire starts under 

these conditions. 

If the FDR is forecast to be LESS THAN 50 – and a fire event starts in Taroona or anywhere to the 

north-north-west (Wellington Range), Sarah, Millie, Sam and dog Harry will LEAVE IMMEDIATELY 

with grab’n’go bags, wearing protective clothing, and drive north to Aunty Sarah’s in Battery Point. 

John will stay at the house and prepare to defend from ember strikes. If FDR increases, John will LEAVE 

IMMEDIATELY in our second car, wearing protective clothing, with emergency bag, and drive north to 

city if he can. If the road is blocked, or emergency services say it is too late to leave, he will go to the beach.

WHO WE WILL TELL

In each scenario, we will TELL BOTH NEIGHBOURS and Aunty Sarah our plans.

Kate and Andy – 0419 564 893

Phil –  0438 922 461

Aunty Sarah –  03 6224 8793
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For the entire bushfire season (late September-late March) pay attention to the weather forecast – 
BOM website: bom.gov.au/tas/forecasts

If high FDR is forecast, listen to ABC 936 AM for updates, and check the ALERTS LIST on the TFS website 
regularly: fire.tas.gov.au

BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN

PRACTICE YOUR PLAN! 

Why practice? In an emergency, our ‘Disaster Brain’ 
kicks in, which often makes it difficult to think and 
act logically, or even follow a plan we’ve written. 
But if we’re physically prepared (i.e. we’ve practiced 
our plan and run through the motions already), we 
are more likely to be able to respond with the right 
level of emotion and logic. 

WHAT TO TAKE? 

To help decide what’s important to you, do this: have 
every family member gather treasured/essential 
items in the middle of the lounge and decide how 
they are best saved (e.g. photocopy/scan or pack 
and put in a family/friend’s house/workplace that 
is not in a high bushfire threat area). Next, walk 
around the house and say goodbye to everything 
else. Everything else is no longer a priority. Now, if a 
fire event happens, you can focus on the things that 
matter, and follow your plan with a clearer mind. 

EXAMPLE ONLY



ARE YOU READY?

r   House insurance paid?

r   House and garden prepared?

r   Grab’n’go bag packed?

r   Practiced your plan? 

r   Car packed with blankets and water?

r   Shared bushfire survival plans with your neighbours?

On FDR days of VERY HIGH (25 or more) we will:

r   tell each other our movements for the day – and tell our neighbours

r   ensure our mobile phones are charged

r   check our grab’n’go bags are ready

r   listen to ABC-936 AM for weather updates/watch TFS website for any fire events 

WHEN WE WILL LEAVE

WHO WE WILL TELL

For the entire bushfire season (late September-late March) pay attention to the weather forecast – 
BOM website: bom.gov.au/tas/forecasts

If high FDR is forecast, listen to ABC 936 AM for updates, and check the ALERTS LIST on the TFS website 
regularly: fire.tas.gov.au

YOUR BUSHFIRE SURVIVAL PLAN

DISPLAY IN A PROMINENT PLACE — E.G. FRIDGE OR TOILET DOOR! 


